Declaration of Jeovany Jiménez Vega

My name is Jeovany Jiménez Vega, friends
call me El Chino. For the last four years
I've lived in Artemisa, a town some 30
miles to the west of Havana, Cuba. | was
born on October 10, 1970 in Guanajay,
our town nearest to Havana. | went to
high school at the José Marti IPUEC of
Artemis between 1985 and 1988. That
same year | began to study medicine at
"Victoria de Giréon" Institute of Basic and
Preclinical Sciences in Havana and did my
clinical course (the third to fifth years), at
"Calixto Garcia" Hospital in the Plaza
municipality. | graduated in 1994 when
the Special Period was at its height, and
started work in Guanajay, along with
some of my former classmates. | worked
in Guanajay for 12 years.

In 2005 the Public Health sector in my
country issued a “wage increase” which,
like the majority of my colleagues, | thought showed a lack of respect. Together with a
friend | sent a letter to the then Minister of Health, Dr. José Ramén Balaguer Cabrera,
signed by 300 workers (coincidentally the same number as the courageous, although
dying, Spartans who fought at Thermopylae) which set out the common approach.

The story of the brutality that followed you can read in the documents on my site, which
tell you what you need to know about the seriousness of the matter and show you how
things are in our beautiful Cuba. For the moment, | believe this presentation is
sufficient.

But it is also important that you know that | like people plain and sincere, modest but
with a lively spirit, amusing and friendly, who smile a lot. | admire people who do not
dwell on the size or the nature of the dangers when they embrace a just cause. | am
taken by intelligent, creative and sensible people and by the same token detest the
cowardly and lazy. If you are of the former stripe, here is my open hand, | am your
friend forever.



